
















 

 

July 6, 2015 

Dear Commissioners, 

My wife and I both hope and pray that rezoning applications 7-B-15-SP and 7-D-15-RZ, which are scheduled to 
be reviewed at the July 9 Hearing, will be denied.  The Belle Investment Co.’s proposed use and rezoning 
requests to erect a large apartment complex along Emory Road are thoroughly incompatible with the 
surrounding area, and more particularly Emory Estates. 

My wife and I have lived on Hoff Lane for 35 years.  Emory Estates is now and has always been a low density 
residential area with personally owned homes, with an average density of less than two dwellings (homes) per 
acre.  Not one parcel of Emory Estates is zoned MDR.   

Our children played on and around the streets of the Emory Estate Subdivision and now our four grandchildren 
(ages 2 to 13), who live on Fortner Lane (which also abuts the proposed apartment complex) continue to play in 
and around the streets of Emory Subdivision.   

We strenuously object to the proposed rezoning for all of the following reasons: 

1 Construction of such an apartment complex would greatly increase the traffic on Hoff Lane, a quiet, 
single access, subdivision road. 

2 The increased traffic on Hoff Lane, with its increased noise and increased speed, would certainly 
decrease property values in Emory Estates and make it more difficult to sell homes that would  no 
longer be quiet, safe subdivision homes, but would become homes adjoining  the causeway to a large 
apartment complex. 

3 Our safe, quiet subdivision, which has been quite free of crime and the transient partying generation, 
would be quickly transformed into a more dangerous, less desirable place to live.  

4 Moreover, the increased traffic would exponentially increase the danger to our children and 
grandchildren.   Unsurprisingly, those who would lease any newly erected apartment building would 
not have children that play on and around Hoff Lane, making it much more likely that they and their 
visitors would generally speed through our quiet subdivision with the simple goal of quickly getting 
to the apartment complex.  It is very likely that any approval of the requested zoning changes would 
lead to an exponentially increased risk of injury and possibly even the death to the children (our 
children and grandchildren) living and playing in our currently quiet subdivision. 

I appreciate your thoughtful attention to this matter and pray that you will protect our homes, children and 
grandchildren by denying this proposed zoning change. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Richard E. Riggs and Debra J. Riggs 
7609 Hoff Lane, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37938 
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