
Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] Please Vote "Yes" on the Childcare Amendment
1 message

Jamie Harris <jh3design@bellsouth.net> Wed, Aug 13, 2014 at 3:59 PM
Reply-To: jh3design@bellsouth.net
To: commission@knoxmpc.org
Cc: Jamie Harris <jh3design@bellsouth.net>

Dear Members of  MPC,

My position is that The Metropolitan Planning Commission should adopt an amendment to allow small 
child care services in private residences with reasonable guidelines in all of Knoxville’s neighborhoods.

Home child care “by right” in Knoxville residential areas would allow residents to  provide a valuable 
service to young families with preschool children and allow them  to receive payment for their services, 
legally yet unobtrusively.

The MPC would be wise to recognize that small child care options are a progressive step toward a 
community lifestyle that:
• is responsive to individual and family needs;
• offers a safe home day care environment option for parents;
• creates the potential for more of a “one on one” experience for the children.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Jamie Harris
1129 Burton Road
Knoxville 37919

-- 
___________________________________________________
This message was directed to commission@knoxmpc.org
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Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] Child Care Ordinance
1 message

Ellen Kern <egkern@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 13, 2014 at 1:01 PM
Reply-To: egkern@gmail.com
To: commission@knoxmpc.org

To the members of  MPC,

My position is that The Metropolitan Planning Commission should adopt an amendment 
to allow small child care services in private residences with reasonable guidelines in all of 
Knoxville’s neighborhoods.

This type of offering is ideal for young parents who wish to stay at home with their own 
child, or more experienced parents who want to work with children and need to stay at 
home. It helps keep eyes and ears in neighborhoods. It gives children a personal, home 
environment in which to learn and grow (one with less children than a daycare which also 
means less illness). 

Home child care “by right” in Knoxville residential areas would allow residents to  provide a 
valuable service to young families with preschool children and allow them  to receive 
payment for their services, legally yet unobtrusively.

The MPC would be wise to recognize that small child care options are a progressive step 
toward a community lifestyle that:
• is responsive to individual and family needs;
• offers a safe home day care environment option for parents;
• creates the potential for more of a “one on one” experience for the children.  

Our children are our  future. Those who create our city regulations and guidelines must take 
their needs into consideration as well as provide a thoughtful set of guidelines to be fair and 
considerate to neighborhood residents. This amendment does both and should be adopted.

Thank you for your service to our community.

Sincerely, 

 Ellen Kern
egkern@gmail.com

-- 
___________________________________________________
This message was directed to commission@knoxmpc.org
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FARRAGUT	  ORDINANCES-	  CHAPTER	  4	  –	  	  
GENERAL	  PROVISIONS	  AND	  EXCEPTIONS	  
	  
SECTION VI. Customary home occupations. 

It is the intent of this section to establish the permitting process 
and the development criteria for Customary Home Occupations. 

A.  Application/permit process. 
1.  Applicants shall submit a completed Customary Home 
Occupation Application and the required fee to the town hall; 
2.  Town staff shall review the application for conformance with the 
requirements and approve or deny the application within fifteen (15) 
working days of submittal. If the application is denied, the applicant 
may appeal staff's decision to the Farragut Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA); and 
3.  The approved application shall represent the permit and shall 
constitute a contract agreement. 
 
B.  All Customary Home Occupations shall comply with the following 
development criteria: 
 
1.  Home occupations shall be undertaken by the residents of 
the dwelling unit; 
2.  No more than one (1) person other than members of the 
family residing on the premises shall be engaged in such 
occupation; 
3.  The space devoted to the home occupation shall not exceed 
twenty (20) percent of the gross floor area of the principal building; 
4.  No alteration to any building shall indicate from the exterior that 
the building is being used for other than residential purposes; 
5.  No articles, materials, goods, or equipment indicative of the 
home occupation shall be visible from any public street, or adjacent 
properties. Outdoor sales and storage is prohibited; 
6.  No traffic shall be generated by the home occupation in greater 
volume than would normally be expected in a residential 
neighborhood. Off street parking shall be provided; 
7.  The proposed uses shall not increase noise, vibration, glare, 
fumes, odors, or electrical interference; 
8.  Where applicable, recognized professional licenses and required 



permits of the occupant(s) trade or trades which are practiced shall 
be obtained and maintained as valid; and 
9.  Dwelling units and accessory buildings shall not be used as a 
primary or incidental storage facility for a business, industry, 
commercial, or agricultural activity conducted elsewhere. 
 
C. The following occupations are permitted as customary 
Home Occupations: 
 
1.  Artist, photographer, sculptor, graphic artist, wood worker, writer, 
or author; 
2.  Craftsperson; 
3.  Dressmaker, milliner, seamstress, tailor, baker, or interior 
decorator; 
4.  Personal services such as masseuse, manicurist, cosmetologist, 
hair dresser, and barber; 
5.  Sales representative; 
6.  Lawyer, engineer, architect, land planner, drafts person, 
manufacturing or company representative, off-site inspector, broker, 
financial or business consultant, real estate representative, 
insurance agent, or accountant; 
7.  Computer programmer, word processor, telemarketer, telephone 
answering service, information specialist, or similar uses which are 
in support of computer related technology; 
8.  Teaching, including tutoring, musical instruction, or dancing; 
9. Home day care and babysitting, provided that the total 
number of clients does not exceed four (4) and that such 
clients are cared for less than eighteen (18) hours per day; and 
10.  Other similar occupations as determined by the Board of 
Zoning Appeals. 

 

	  



NASHVILLE METROPOLITAN CODE  

Code 17.04.060(B)  DEFINITIONS 

"Day care" means the provision of care for individuals, who 
are not related to the primary caregiver, for less than twenty-four 
hours per day. These classes are referenced: 

1. Accessory to a single-family dwelling: Up to four individuals; 
 
2. Day care home: Five through twelve individuals; 
 
3. Class I: Thirteen through twenty-five individuals; 
 
4. Class II: Twenty-six through fifty individuals; 
 
5. Class III: Fifty-one through seventy-five individuals; 
 
6. Class IV: More than seventy-five individuals; 
 
7. Parents day out: Day care for pre-teenage children that is 
not open for more than twelve hours in any one week; 
 
8. School day care: Day care centers of unlimited size for 
before, during and after school programs. 
 

17.04.060 "Home occupation is characterized as a ”residential 
accessory use” and “means an occupation, service, profession or 
enterprise carried on by a resident member of a family within a dwelling 
unit.” 

 
17.16.260 Institutional accessory uses. 

A. Day Care—Parents Day Out. Day care for pre-teenage 
children, for not more than twelve hours in any one week, shall 
be an accessory use to any institutional principal use. 
B. Monastery or Convent. Such uses shall be an accessory 
use to a religious institution principal use. 
C. School Day Care. Day care centers of unlimited size for 
before, during and after school programs shall be an 
accessory use to community education and college or 
university principal uses. 



COMMENTS:  JULY MPC PROPOSAL REGARDING CHILD DAY CARE SERVICE 

Carlene V. Malone, August 4, 2014 

 
“Proposed definitions—amended or added” 
Change proposed definition of “Child day care service”  
 
FROM:   
“The provision, for a fee, of care and/or instruction for four (4) or fewer children who are not related 
to the primary caregiver, for less than eighteen (18) hours per day.” 
 
TO:  
“The provision, for a fee, of nonmedical care for less than eighteen (18) hours per day, for up to four 
(4) children, in addition to the children living on the premisesor in the legal custody of the primary 
caregiver. In no case shall the total number of children exceed six (6).” 
 
RATIONALE:  

1. Omit “or instruction” since including “instruction” would create a conflict with the Home 
Occupation provision limiting the number of “pupils” to “one per teacher at any given time.”  
See Article V. Section 12, B5. 

2. “…not related to the primary caregiver”.  “related” is almost impossible to determine. 
Therefore it is almost impossible to enforce the limit of 4, placed on the number of outside 
(unrelated) children actually cared for in a “Child day care service.”  
 
Restrict the number to 4 plus the children living on the property.  Inspectors can more easily 
determine and enforce the number of children living on the property. 
 
Scenario:  If “related to the primary caregiver” is used, inspection staff will be faced with 
instances where there are many children being cared for who do not live on the property. The 
inspector will be told, “ These two are mine (related), those two are my sister’s children 
(related) and that one is my cousin’s child, (related) and these four are not related and are the 4 
allowed as a “Child day care service.”  As is the case with the enforcement of “Family”, the city is 
not going to do DNA testing. 

 
3. If we are going to limit the caregivers to the person(s) living in the house, and if we are 

interested in the quality of care and welfare of children, it would make sense to limit the total 
number of children who can be cared for.  (See Proposed standards:  Article V, Section 4, B.1. 
l.(2)) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“Proposed standards” 
Change proposed Standard (2): 
FROM: 
“No person, other than members of the household residing on the premises, shall be engaged or 
employed in the provision of care, except that a substitute nonresident person providing care on the 
premises shall be allowed while the resident caregiver is sick or otherwise unable to provide care.” 
 
TO: 
“No person, other than members of the household residing on the premises, shall be engaged or 
employed in the provision of care. A substitute, nonresident person, shall be allowed to provide care 
only on a shortterm emergency basis, when the resident caregiver is sick and therefore unable to 
provide care.” 
 
RATIONALE: 
What is meant by, “or otherwise unable to provide care.”?  Couldn’t it mean the resident has taken a 
job outside the home and hired someone to watch the kids?   
 
If the intent is for the resident to provide care except when ill, let’s say that.   
 
Change proposed Standard (3):  
FROM:  
“The use of any accessory building or accessory structure, other than outdoor play equipment, for child 
day care purposes in not allowed.” 
 
TO: 
“The use of any accessory building or accessory structure, other than for storage of outdoor play 
equipment, for child day care purposes is prohibited.” 
 
Rationale: 
I assume it is for storage. 
The word “prohibited” is clear and consistent with the language of the Knoxville Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Change proposed Standard (4): 
FROM: 
“Any outdoor play equipment not capable of being stored inside the house at night shall be located in 
the rear yard of the house and shall meet the requirements for the minimum required yard for a 
principal building.” 
 
TO:  
“Outdoor play equipment shall be located in the rear yard of the house. The rear yard shall meet the 
minimum requirements for the principal building.” 
 
RATIONALE:   
This standard is so unclear that I am not sure I understand its intent. 

1. “…outdoor play equipment not capable of being stored inside the house at night…” 
does NOT mean it shall be stored inside or removed at night.   
 



Also, do we really expect city inspectors to go out at night on calls from neighbors that play 

equipment has been left in the front yard? 

2. I assume it is the “rear yard” that must meet the minimum requirements and not the “outdoor 

play equipment”. 

 

Change Proposed Standard 5:  

FROM: 

“No outdoor play shall be allowed from sundown to sunrise.” 
 
TO: 

“Outdoor play is prohibited from sundown to sunrise.” 
 
Rationale: 

The word “prohibited” is clear and consistent with the language of the Knoxville Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Change Proposed Standard 6:  

FROM:   

“No sign for the service shall be allowed.” 

 

TO: 

“Signs announcing, or in any way related to the service, are prohibited.” 
 
Rationale: 

The word “prohibited” is clear and consistent with the language of the Knoxville Zoning Ordinance. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] MPC proposed amendments for Child Day Care Services 
#4-A-14-OA
2 messages

'Sandra Woodland' via Commission <commission@knoxmpc.org> Tue, Aug 12, 2014 at 12:14 
PM

Reply-To: misssanlyn@aol.com
To: commission@knoxmpc.org
Cc: Sandra Woodland <misssanlyn@aol.com>

   Comments on proposed amendments by MPC for Child Day Care Services,  August 12th, submitted by
                                                             Sandra Woodland

Proposal Presently Reads as the DEFINITION:  The provision, for a fee, of care and/or instruction for four
(4) or fewer persons under the age of eighteen (18) who are not related to the primary caregiver, for less 
than eighteen (18) hours per day. A child day care service shall be considered accessory to a house and 
not subject to review as a home occupation.

SUGGESTED CHANGE TO DEFINITION:       THE PROVISION, FOR A FEE, OF CARE AND 
PROTECTION FOR NO MORE THAN FOUR (4) CHILDREN WHO DO NOT PERMANENTLY RESIDE 
ON PRIMARY CAREGIVER'S PREMISES IN LEGAL CUSTODY OF PRIMARY CAREGIVER, FOR LESS 
THAN EIGHTEEN (18) HOURS PER WEEK DAY.
 **Delete completely the word, "..instruction..," as this is in conflict with Article V. Section12, B5, and it's 

inclusion will only lead to confusion and misunderstanding in the definition of Child Day Care Services.
 **Delete, "A child day care service shall be considered accessory to a house and not subject to review as 

a home occupation..."  because this is arbitrary as there is no accountability to activity in the child care 
service leading toward an on-site inspection.

Proposal Presently Reads as PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES, a. ii:  No person, other than members of 
the family residing on the premises shall be engaged or employed in the provision of care, except that a 
short-term substitute non-resident person providing care on the premises shall be allowed while the 
resident caregiver is sick or otherwise unable to provide care.

SUGGESTED CHANGE TO PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES, a.ii:         NO PERSON, OTHER THAN 
ADULT MEMBERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD RESIDING ON THE PREMISES SHALL BE ENGAGED OR 
EMPLOYED IN THE PROVISION OF CHILD CARE, WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT A NON-RESIDENT 
ADULT PERSON MAY BE PERMITTED TO PROVIDE CARE FOR A LIMITED TIME DUE TO THE 
ILLNESS OF THE PRIMARY CAREGIVER.
  **Delete completely the phrase, "...or otherwise unable to provide care....," because this phrase is 

ambiguous and will lead to misunderstanding and confusion.

Thank you for considering my suggestions which oppose some of the present wording in the amendment 
proposals concerning Child Care Services.
                   Sandra Woodland
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Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] Fwd: [Knoxville-Knox County Metropolitan Planning 
Commission] New message from Jade A. Brodersen
1 message

Sarah Powell <sarah.powell@knoxmpc.org> Wed, Aug 13, 2014 at 6:52 AM
Reply-To: sarah.powell@knoxmpc.org
To: Commission <commission@knoxmpc.org>

Comment from Facebook, RE: 4-A-14-OA

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Facebook >facebookmail.comnotification+mh33j13d@<
Date: Tue, Aug 12, 2014 at 8:01 PM
Subject: [Knoxville-Knox County Metropolitan Planning Commission] New message from Jade A. 
Brodersen
To: contact@knoxmpc.org

Conversation between Jade A. Brodersen and Knoxville-Knox County Metropolitan 
Planning Commission

Jade A. Brodersen 7:31pm Aug 12 

I recently saw that there is a vote to end in-home childcare in residential areas 
in Knoxville. This would mean a whirlwind of change for our family. My son 
loves his daycare and I do too. It's nearly impossible to find an *affordable* 
and trustworthy option that offers healthy/organic food and snacks and 
someone willing to cloth diaper my son and properly store and use breastmilk 
while I'm at work. Please take my family and so many others into consideration 
while voting on this topic!

View Conversation on Facebook
This message was sent to contact@knoxmpc.org. If you don't want to receive these emails from 
Facebook in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303

-- 
___________________________________________________
This message was directed to commission@knoxmpc.org
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Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] Fwd: [Knoxville-Knox County Metropolitan Planning 
Commission] New message from Meagan Renee Crone
1 message

Sarah Powell <sarah.powell@knoxmpc.org> Wed, Aug 13, 2014 at 6:54 AM
Reply-To: sarah.powell@knoxmpc.org
To: Commission <commission@knoxmpc.org>

Comment from Facebook, RE: 4-A-14-OA

I will respond to her Facebook message with a link to info online.
SP

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Facebook >facebookmail.comnotification+mh33j13d@<
Date: Tue, Aug 12, 2014 at 7:57 PM
Subject: [Knoxville-Knox County Metropolitan Planning Commission] New message from Meagan Renee 
Crone
To: contact@knoxmpc.org

Conversation between Meagan Renee Crone and Knoxville-Knox County Metropolitan 
Planning Commission

Meagan Renee Crone 7:27pm Aug 12 

Hi! I am requesting information regarding the home daycare appeal. I have a 
small unlicensed daycare in my home and would like to support my right to do 
so, as well as keep up with news regarding it. Thank you, Meagan Crone

View Conversation on Facebook
This message was sent to contact@knoxmpc.org. If you don't want to receive these emails from 
Facebook in the future, please unsubscribe.
Facebook, Inc., Attention: Department 415, PO Box 10005, Palo Alto, CA 94303

-- 
___________________________________________________
This message was directed to commission@knoxmpc.org
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Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] Child care services.
1 message

Kim Huinker <kimblyjo@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 13, 2014 at 8:47 AM
Reply-To: kimblyjo@gmail.com
To: "commission@knoxmpc.org" <commission@knoxmpc.org>

To the members of  MPC,

My position is that The Metropolitan Planning Commission should adopt an amendment to allow small child 
care services in private residences with reasonable guidelines in all of Knoxville’s neighborhoods.

Home child care “by right” in Knoxville residential areas would allow residents to  provide a valuable service 
to young families with pre-school children and allow them  to receive payment for their services, legally yet 
unobtrusively.

The MPC would be wise to recognize that small child care options are a progressive step toward a 
community lifestyle that:
• is responsive to individual and family needs;
• offers a safe home day care environment option for parents;
• creates the potential for more of a “one on one” experience for the children.

Our children are our  future. Those who create our city regulations and guidelines must take their needs 
into consideration as well as provide a thoughtful set of guidelines to be fair and considerate to 
neighborhood residents. This amendment does both and should be adopted.

Thank you for your service to our community.

Sincerely,
 Kim Huinker

10005 Roxbury Pt.
Knoxville, TN 37922

--
___________________________________________________
This message was directed to commission@knoxmpc.org
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Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] For the Home Childcare ammendment
1 message

EMILYJONES02@comcast.net <EMILYJONES02@comcast.net> Tue, Aug 12, 2014 at 3:57 
PM

Reply-To: emilyjones02@comcast.net
To: commission@knoxmpc.org

To the members of  MPC,

I own a home in Holston Hills, am a member of Town Hall East, and the Holston Hills Community 
Club.  My position is that The Metropolitan Planning Commission should adopt an amendment to allow 
small child care services in private residences with reasonable guidelines in all of Knoxville’s 
neighborhoods. 

Home child care would allow residents to  provide a valuable service to young families with preschool 
children and allow them  to receive payment for their services, legally yet unobtrusively. This amendment 
would strike a balance between the needs of families with small children and the integrity of the 
neighborhood.

The MPC would be wise to recognize that small child care options are a progressive step toward a 
community lifestyle that:
• is responsive to individual and family needs;
• offers a safe home day care environment option for parents;
• creates the potential for more of a “one on one” experience for the children.  

Our children are our  future. Those who create our city regulations and guidelines must take their needs 
into consideration as well as provide a thoughtful set of guidelines to be fair and considerate to 
neighborhood residents. This amendment does both and should be adopted.

Thank you for your service to our community.

Emily Jones
4707 Skyline Drive

-- 
___________________________________________________
This message was directed to commission@knoxmpc.org
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Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] Small daycare in residential neighborhoods
1 message

Bill Murrah <billmurrah@gmail.com> Wed, Aug 13, 2014 at 10:16 AM
Reply-To: billmurrah@gmail.com
To: commission@knoxmpc.org

Dear commissioner, 

My position is that The Metropolitan Planning Commission should adopt an amendment to allow 
small child care services in private residences with reasonable guidelines in all of Knoxville’s 
neighborhoods.

Please allow me to explain the two ways that I arrived at that position.  First was from personal experience 
of our family.  When our children were small, my wife decided to be a stay-at-home mother for a few years.  
One of the ways she supplemented our income was by watching the three small children of another family.  
We, and the other family, were delighted by the arrangement.  The three children received care most like 
that in their own home and we received the modest income from it.
The second way I arrived at the above position was through my work at Legal Aid of East Tennessee, from 
where I retired after 29 years. Our agency became aware of a network of small child care providers who 
were supporting one another.  I received an eye-opening education in the years I worked with the child 
care network.  Most importantly, I saw the tremendous benefit of having such an importance service 
available in a local neighborhood.  Many people prefer to have their children cared for in a setting much like 
their own home, rather than an institutional one.  Home child care is often based in the same neighborhood 
and it is easy to build a relationship with a provider who only tends a few children.  And, of course, a small 
provider has virtually no negative impact on the surrounding neighborhood  because there is no traffic 
generated, no large signs, and virtually no visible commercial presence.
I have been an advocate for protecting neighborhoods from commercial encroachment for 42 years but 
also an advocate of programs that build strong communities.  Easing any restrictions on small providers for 
child care will build neighborhoods.
Thank you for your time.  Bill Murrah, resident of 1111 Gratz Street in the Fourth and Gill Neighborhood

-- 
___________________________________________________
This message was directed to commission@knoxmpc.org
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Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] childcare amendment
1 message

jusheffield@comcast.net <jusheffield@comcast.net> Tue, Aug 12, 2014 at 2:34 PM
Reply-To: jusheffield@comcast.net
To: commission@knoxmpc.org

I am for the childcare amendment.

-- 
___________________________________________________
This message was directed to commission@knoxmpc.org
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Betty Jo Mahan <bettyjo.mahan@knoxmpc.org>

[MPC Comment] Support for MPC Daycare Ordinance Language 
Amendment
1 message

Laura Sohn <laurasohn@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 12, 2014 at 3:33 PM
Reply-To: laurasohn@gmail.com
To: commission@knoxmpc.org

To the members of  MPC,

My position is that The Metropolitan Planning Commission should adopt an amendment to 
allow small child care services in private residences with reasonable guidelines in all of 
Knoxville’s neighborhoods.

Home child care “by right” in Knoxville residential areas would allow residents to  provide a 
valuable service to young families with pre-school children and allow them  to receive payment 
for their services, legally yet unobtrusively.

The MPC would be wise to recognize that small child care options are a progressive step toward a 
community lifestyle that:
• is responsive to individual and family needs;
• offers a safe home day care environment option for parents;
• creates the potential for more of a “one on one” experience for the children.  

Our children are our  future. Those who create our city regulations and guidelines must take their 
needs into consideration as well as provide a thoughtful set of guidelines to be fair and considerate 
to neighborhood residents. This amendment does both and should be adopted.

Thank you for your service to our community.

Sincerely,
Laura Sohn

-- 
___________________________________________________
This message was directed to commission@knoxmpc.org
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